Abstract. International organisations and institutions have become an important factor in international law-making process in the last decades. This is due to a number of factors, such as the knowledge gained in their areas of activities, the proliferation of international organisations, the danger of overlapping or even contradicting provisions in the various fields and the interrelationship between various areas of international law. Thus, international organisations and institutions are no longer seen as merely being advisors and observers to international law-making, but take a more active role as they are a source of expertise. This increased role of international organisations and institutions in international law-making is clearly demonstrated in the area of international environmental law by an empirical study analysing recent law-making processes, e.g. in the area of protection of the ozone layer and climate change.
Introduction
International environmental law is an area of international law, which has grown very fast in the last decades. Since the 1970s a large number of international agreements, which deal with a broad range of environmental issues, such as ozone depletion, climate change, biodiversity, waste management and air pollution have been adopted and many have entered into force. Both the United Nations Stockholm Conference on Human Environment 1972 and the United Nations Rio Conference on Environment and Development 1992 have been an important impetus for the evolution of international environmental law. In particular, the number of international regulations dealing with environmental matters has increased rapidly. These international rules have been created through an intensive process of international negotiations. For most of these negotiations special fora had been or are created within the existing international framework, e.g. the United Nations General Assembly or the Governing Council of the United Nations Environmental Programme.
1
It should be borne in mind, that in most multilateral environmental agreements a number of issues -such as procedural and institutional arrangements -are dealt with by the first Conference of the Parties.
2 In order to ensure that this goal is achieved the so called "interim processes" are set up which are necessary in preparing the first session of the Conference of the Parties.
3
Another feature of international environmental law is the use of framework conventions: an international agreement laying down basic principles and setting up institutional and procedural provisions 4 in order to elaborate further norms. 5 This technique has been used successfully in a number of areas, such as: 5 For a more detailed description see Winfried Lang, "Die Abwehr weiträumiger Umweltgefahren, insbesondere durch internationale Organisationen", BdGVR 32 (1991), 57ff.
